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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 6741 

FOR EUR/SOV AND S/NM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR SNAR UR 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS : ARTICLE IN AL-AKHBAR 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION DEA HQS WASHDC INFO ANKARA PARIS DEA 
DALLAS REG OFC DEAL DEL RIO DIST OFC AND MOSCOW APRIL 21 REPEATED 
FOR YOUR INFO: 

CAIRO 6741 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: UD-76-0009 MOHAMED IBRAHIM KHALIFE 

AMEMBASSIES FOR DEA 

DEL RIO ATTN: S/A MICHAEL HOLM 
REF: CAIRO 6194 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF ARTICLE WHICH 

APPEARED IN LEADING CAIRO DAILY AL-AKHBAR ON APRIL 19: 

"WAR AGAINST "NARCOTCS EMPIRE" CONTINUED FOR THREE YEARS BETWEEN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 06741 261441Z 

THE MOST DANGEROUS SMUGGLER AZIZ KHALIFE ALIAS "AL PASHA" 

AN THE EGYPTIAN ANTI-NARCOTICS ADMINISTRATION (ANA). ANA WAS 
FORCED TO SEEK ASSISTANCE OF AN AMERICAN OFFICER FROM THE 
DRUGE ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. THIS TOOK PLACE WHEN MAMDUH SALEM WAS 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND IT WAS AGREED AT THAT TIME THAT THE 
AMERICAN DEA SEND ONE OF ITS OFFICERS TO CAIRO TO PLAY THE ROLE 
OF A DIPLOMAT AT THE US EMBASSY IN CAIRO SO AS TO WIN THE 
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CONFIDENCE OF "AL PASHA" WHO WOULD THEN ASK HIM TO SMUGGLE 
NARCOTICS THROUGH THE DIPLOMATIC PARCELS SENT TO THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY. 

AL PASHA. WHO HAD AN OFFICE FOR EXPORTS AND CLEARANCE IN 
ALEXANDRIA, MANAGED TO ESTABLISH CONNECTIONS WITH SOME OF 
PERSONEEL IN COMMUNIST EMBASSIES INCLUDING THE SOVIET, 

KOREAN AND RUMANIAN EMBASSIES AND HE ATTENDED TO CLEARANCE 
OF PARCELS SENT TO THESE EMBASSIES 

SOME YEARS AGO THE SECURITY MEN LEARNED THAT SOME OF 
SOVIET EMBASSY PARCELS CONTAINED NARCOTICS AND ARMS AND THESE 
PARCELS WERE SEIZED BUT THE CASE WAS SHELVED BECAUSE THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY SUBMITTED A DECLARATION BY SENDER THAT MISTAKE WAS 
COMMITTED IN SHIPPING THE PARCELS. 

IT TOOK MORE THAN A YEAR TO CATCH AL PASHA RED HANDED. 

ABOUT HALF A TON OF NARCOTICS WAS FOUND IN HIS POSSESSION. 

TWO MONTHS AGO HE WAS SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. 

THE SECURITY AUTHORITIES THOUGHT THAT THEY HAVE SUCCEEDED 
IN PUTTING AN END TO THE SMUGGLING OF NARCOTICS, BUT HASHISH AND 
OPIUM WERE QUICKLY REPLACED BY TWO KINDS OF DRUGGING TABLETS 
"PHANTOM" AND "SKYHAWK". 

INVESTIGATIONS REVEALED THAT THESE TABLETS WERE PRODUCED 
BY A JEW CALLED ALBERT SHAMMAS IN SWITZERLAND. THE EGYPTIAN 
SECURITY MEN MANAGED TO ARREST THE GANG WHICH SELLS THESE TABLETS 
IN EGYPT." END SUMMARY. 
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2. COMMENT: ANA DIRECTOR FARAG TOLD POLCOUNS HE HAD ONLY 
CANNED ARTICLE BUT WAS VERY DISTURBED BY MENTION OF USE OF 
DEA AGENT POSING AS AMERICAN DIPLOMAT TO BREAK THIS VERY 
IMPORTANT CASE. IN HIS VIEW THIS COMPROMISED ANA'S ABILITY 
TO MAKE USE OF DEA AGENTS IN AN UNDERCOVER CAPACITY IN THE 
FUTURE SINCE NARCOTICS SMUGGLERS CLOSELY FOLLOW ANY SUCH PRESS 
REPORTS. FARAG SAID IMMEDIATELY UPON READING ARTICLE HE TELEPHONED 
EDITOR OF AKHBAR AND STRONGLY REPRIMANDED HIM FOR PRINTING 
THE STORY. THE EDITOR SAID HE HAD GOTTEN ALL THE INFORMATION 
FROM THE COURT RECORDS. FARAG DID NOT COMMENT ON SOVIET ASPECTS 
OF ARTICLE SINCE HE HAD NOT READ FULL TEXT. SIGNED EILTS. 

UNQUOTE. 

EILTS 
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